


   DELAWARE STATE PARKS 
              MISSION  
 
  

               Provide Delaware’s  

             residents and visitors  

            with safe and enjoyable          

           recreational opportunities 

 



WHY BAN TOBACCO USE? 

 

Helps protect the health of community members 

 

Reduce exposure to second hand smoke for infants and children 
particularly those with immature immune systems  

 

Positive adult images of a culture that does not find tobacco use 
acceptable 

 

Reduction of tobacco related waste 



NATIONWIDE TRENDS 

The number of bans in in outdoor spaces like parks, are increasing. 

 

 The American Nonsmokers Rights Foundation (ANRF) reports that nearly 

 1900 localities in the US restrict smoking in outdoor spaces 

           including parks, beaches and outdoor stadiums. 





     Total  
   park wide  
     bans 
                      or 
                                

 Limited bans 
        in  
designated areas 
       Zoning 



Overnight accommodations 

camping and cottages stays and long day  

visits would be inconvenient for smokers  

 

25,000+ acres, 

 many access points  

 education & notification will be difficult 

 

Enforcement  

 enforcement staff will have difficulty maintaining a 
ban throughout the park system. 

 

Compliance vs. arrest 

 

 



Congregation areas 

 Direct impact to others 

Peer pressure 

More acceptance by smokers 

Voluntary compliance 

Easily posted 

Easily enforced 



  OPERATIONAL  STRATEGY 

    I D E N T I F Y I N G  
T O B A C C O  F R E E  Z O N E S  

                     

Designated Swim Beaches and their 
support structures  boardwalks and 
bath houses 

Fishing piers 

General Picnic areas and youth camps 

Public  programs and bandshells 

Partnering with the American Lung 
Association 

Division Policy development 

  

  

   

 

 

 

  

    N O T I F I C A T I O N  

Educate staff on policy and 
enforcement approach 

Educational posters placed in prominent 

locations park entrances and at 
zones 

Press release and media coverage 

Regulatory signs 

 





Public areas in Delaware State Parks 

are tobacco free in accordance with 

Division of Parks and Recreation 

policy. 

We want to provide opportunities for 

you to enjoy our parks. To reduce 

exposure to second hand smoke 

and litter from tobacco use , we are 

asking all park visitors to voluntarily 

refrain from using tobacco  in 

designated tobacco free zones. 

      With your help, we’re saving  a             

           healthy place for you 

EDUCATIONAL POSTERS 



 REGULATORY SIGNS 



NEWS FROM THE DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 

 

For more information contact: Beth Shockley, Public Affairs, 302-739-9902 
 

Delaware State Parks to Expand Tobacco Free Areas 

 
NEWARK (June 25, 2012) – Tobacco free areas in certain sections of Delaware’s state parks 

will be expanded beginning July 1, 2012. Areas newly affected will include designated swim 

beaches and trails, boardwalks and bath houses, fishing piers, general picnic areas and youth 

camps, and other areas.  

 

Delaware Governor Jack Markell announced the expansion at the National Board Meeting of the 

American Lung Association, which was held in Delaware for the first time. “By making more 

areas of the state smoke-free, we are creating a healthier environment and a higher quality of 

life,” said Governor Markell. “While people are enjoying the natural beauty of our state parks, 

we want them engaging in activities that contribute to their well-being.  Tobacco-free parks are 

part of a larger plan for more tobacco-free state properties, as we work to improve the health of 

state employees and all Delawareans.” 

 

“The research is irrefutable when it comes to the dangers of exposure to second hand smoke, 

especially for children,” said DNREC Secretary Collin O’Mara. “According to the U.S. Surgeon 

General, we have clear evidence that only completely smoke-free environments can eliminate 

secondhand smoke exposure and its related health risks. Delaware State Parks strongly supports 

the health and well-being of all parks visitors.” 

 

"We are pleased that Delaware State Parks is extending its tobacco free areas because the 

condition of the outdoor air affects each of us,” said Deborah Brown, CEO of the American 

Lung Association of the Mid-Atlantic States. “Secondhand smoke causes an estimated 50,000 

deaths each year mostly from lung cancer and coronary heart disease and any exposure is 

harmful to the health.” 

 

MANDATORY PRESS RELEASE 

Tobacco free areas within Delaware’s state parks were first instituted in February of 2008. These 

initial tobacco free areas included bandshells, amphitheaters, athletic stadiums and fields, 

swimming pools, and playgrounds. 

 

“Along with mitigating health concerns, our goal is also to reduce tobacco litter,” said Division 

of Parks and Recreation Director Charles Salkin. “There are numerous environmental and 

sanitation issues related to tobacco use, including the prevalence of cigarette butts on our 

beaches and other public parks areas, that can be reduced significantly with this new policy.” 

 

In addition to the areas listed above, new areas soon to be off limits for tobacco products are 

concession areas, restrooms, the Brandywine Zoo and Fort Delaware State Park, including Pea 

Patch Island. Other areas include Cape Henlopen State Park’s residential youth camp facilities 

and all designated primitive youth group camping areas in state parks including special 

events/temporary sites (camporees) or other locations used for that purpose.  

 

Also, the use of any lit tobacco or similar products will be prohibited during a burning ban 

designated by the State Fire Marshall in all areas and facilities covered by the ban. 

 

In support of the policy change, Delaware State Parks will educate staff on managing 

compliance, avoiding confrontations and arrests through one-on-one education. “Enforcement 

staff will use a common sense approach to seek initial compliance,” noted Salkin. 

 

Posters will be displayed in prominent locations near park entrances. Restricted areas will also be 

signed. Regulatory signs will also be on display. 

 
 



      MEASURING   EFFECTIVENESS 

Voluntary Compliance is not as effective as  enforcement.  

However, the use of tobacco products in public is becoming more 
unacceptable and tobacco users are more accustomed to being 
restricted.  

It is believed that peer pressure from non users in the tobacco 
restriction zone will be mostly self policing thus reducing the 
exposure to the general public. 

The Division prefers voluntary compliance over arrests. 

 



The State Human Resources 
office has developed a 
Tobacco Free Workplace 
policy that also affects the 
public in those work places. 
For our employees all 25,000 
acres are our workplace  

How will this new policy affect 
our guests? More to come! 


